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This article highlights recent legal developments that make it easier for churches to make
their ministry be known through literature distribution in the public schools. Public schools are a
crucial mission field. At least one survey indicates that the overwhelming percentage of most
people who accept Christ as their Savior say they did so before age 16.1 Before age 16, most
children spend many of the choicest hours of their life in public schools. Approximately 90% of
school-age children attend public schools. Churches in the United States that plan to fulfill the
Great Commission in their community cannot afford to ignore the public school mission field.
Because of recent legal developments, there are new significant opportunities for
churches to make their ministries known through the public schools. Public schools are not
legally required to hand out flyers advertising any community group events. However, most
public schools do. In August of 2004, a high-level court ruled that if a public school hands out
private secular community literature, it may also lawfully hand out materials advertising events
sponsored by religious organizations.2 This ruling protects all Michigan schools and even
applies to distribution of materials to elementary school students.3 The court even stated that if a
school “were to refuse to distribute flyers advertising religious activities while continuing to
distribute flyers advertising other kinds of activities, students might conclude that the school
policies disapproves of religion”. More importantly, at least three other high-level federal courts
have ruled that if a public school hands out flyers advertising private secular community group
literature, it cannot refuse to hand out flyers for religious community groups.4 One court has
concluded that public schools can’t legally distribute material to student with overtly
proselytizing language, but even this rule still allows the school to distribute community group
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materials that simply encourage students to attend a religious event.5 It should also be noted that
in January 2005, the Michigan Court of Appeals ruled that public school distribution of materials
sponsored by religious organizations does not violate state law, where the school also distributes
materials for private secular community groups, even if the distribution takes place in
elementary schools.6
Entirely different rules applies for materials distributed student-to-student. Students
generally have a constitutional right to distribute religious materials at school during noninstructional time, subject to reasonable rules regarding the time, place and manner of
distribution.7
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Other Resources:
Are you interested in other opportunities for religious freedom in the public school? You
are encouraged to read Mr. Denney’s book entitled “Religious Freedom 101: A Christian Civil
Rights Handbook”.

This book and other materials can be accessed on-line through Mr.

Denney’s web-site as follows:
1. Search on-line at “twdpclaw.com”.
2. Click on the icon “Religious Freedom”.
3.

Click on “Religious Freedom 101" (or, if you want another copy of this
article, click on “Telling Your Community About Your Church”)".
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These materials can be downloaded at no charge.

